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Dear Colleagues,

The Open Premises Directions has now been updated and is available on the health.vic.gov.au website.
In respect of Part 3, Clause 12 (page 6):

e The amendment is broad in respect to education and childcare services, ages are not
specified/limited for students.

e The limited exception for ‘exclusive use by one school’ has been lifted, allowing for other
schools or patrons to be on the premises at the same time.

e Staff, parents, or other non-student attendees must comply with the vaccination
requirements in part 2 and density limits in part 4.

Part 3, clause 12 of the Open Premises Directions No. 6 states:
Education and childcare services

(1) The obligations in Part 2 and the patron limits in Part 4 do not apply in relation to patrons
who are enrolled in an education and childcare service and attend an open premises for the
purpose of an activity including an excursion organised by the operator of that education and
childcare service.

Note: the obligations in Part 2 and patron limits in Part 4 still apply to staff, parents and other persons
who are not enrolled with the education and childcare service and attend the open premises for the
activity.

For the purpose of the Open Premises Directions, education and childcare services means:

(a) school education at a registered school as defined in the Education and Training Reform Act
2006;

(b) onsite early childhood education and care services or children's services provided under the:

(i) Children's Services Act 1996 including limited hours services, budget based
funded services, occasional care service, early childhood intervention services, and
mobile services, but not including school holiday care programs; or

(ii)  Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 and the Education and Care
Services national Regulations 2011 including long day care services,
kindergarten/preschool and family day care services, but does not include outside
school hours care services;
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https://www.health.vic.gov.au/covid-19/directions-issued-by-victorias-chief-health-officer

This amendment aligns to the advice received from the Department of Education and Training on 21
November 2021, specifically that the Victorian Government have confirmed that,

Students aged between 12 and 15 who are not fully vaccinated will be able to attend camps,
excursions, graduations, and other school activities held at open premises that are also used by
other schools or patrons from Tuesday 23 November.

This exception to the current Directions will apply only to school-organised activities when at
least one teacher is present.

All Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Ballarat are reminded to ensure COVIDsafe plans are in place and
observed in all settings for any school-based activity or event.

Thank you for everything you continue to do to keep our school communities safe.

Regards,

koo

Ange Jones

Assistant Director People and Development
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https://archive.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=348d19c8508cdc82&e=
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